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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Special Report — 2012–13 Budget Estimates Hearings 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.07 pm]: I am directed to report that on Monday, 30 April 2012 
the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations resolved to commence the budget estimates 
hearings in relation to the 2012–13 budget on Tuesday, 5 June 2012. The committee has revised its budget 
estimates process this year and is currently scheduling a program for the 2012–13 budget estimates to be 
undertaken from Tuesday, 5 June 2012 to Friday, 8 June 2012, which includes the sitting days that the house set 
aside for budget estimates. 

The committee has reserved additional hearing days for the afternoons of Monday, 11 June, Monday, 18 June 
and Monday, 25 June. In light of the feedback from witnesses and members regarding a lack of time to 
adequately respond to committee questions, the committee has resolved to allocate Monday, 11 June 2012 to 
follow up questions when responses received during the previous week are considered inadequate or more time 
is required to respond adequately. A full-day hearing is planned for Monday, 2 July and Tuesday, 3 July 2012. 
Additional hearings after this date may be arranged if the committee believes that they are required. 

Due to the timing of the handing down of this year’s budget, the committee has resolved to dispense with taking 
questions in advance of the hearings until after the hearings of Monday, 11 June 2012. Once completed, the 
program, together with an agency nomination form, will be distributed to members so that members can provide 
some input into the agencies selected for the committee’s hearings for the additional days in June 2012. 

The PRESIDENT: Are you tabling that paper? 

Hon GIZ WATSON: The bit that states “I move that the report do lie upon the table” has been crossed out, so I 
assume that means that I do not say that bit. 

The PRESIDENT: So you were in effect making a statement. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: It is entitled “Presentation of Special Report”. 

The PRESIDENT: If you made a statement for the presentation of a report, there is usually a motion to put. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Yes, I would have thought so. Perhaps I should move that the report be noted. 

The PRESIDENT: If the report is presented, it is deemed to be tabled.  

[See paper 4455.] 

Point of Order 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Does the report we just deemed to be tabled require the house’s approval, or can the 
committee, under its own jurisdiction, make the decisions that are contained in the report?  

The PRESIDENT: Under the new standing orders that were adopted by the house, the report is deemed to be 
tabled and printed. It will go on the list of consideration of committee reports. But it does not stop any member 
wishing to deal with that in a different way by moving a motion for its consideration by some other method. 
However, I acknowledge that there is a very different procedure associated with this example, which we need to 
assess in our reconsideration of the standing orders we have adopted.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Mr President, on the same point of order, if a committee wants the house to agree to 
the findings and recommendations of a report, the motion used to be that the report lie upon the table and be 
printed and agreed to. At this point the member has not moved that it be agreed to. The question I ask is: is this a 
debatable matter in the President’s view and does it involve the house making a decision about the proposition 
being put forward by this committee? As an aside, I mention that it provides for quite a different structure from 
what we have had in the past. I think the house is entitled to debate that matter. To ratify any concerns, I will 
move a motion. 

Consideration of Report — Motion 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [2.11 pm]: I move — 

That consideration of the report be made an order of the day for the next sitting of the house. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [2.12 pm]: There may well be some 
confusion about the appropriate words that need to be said under the new standing orders, but the very content of 
this report, as I understand it, goes to the arrangements in place for estimates. That committee has always set the 
timetable for that, in consultation with the parties.  

Hon Norman Moore: I can assure you it has not been in consultation with the government.  
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Hon SUE ELLERY: I can advise the house that our members on the committee were authorised to consult with 
us. Whether government members on the committee did that, I do not know. I am just telling the house what our 
members did. The point I am trying to make is that I do not mind it being an order of the day for the next day’s 
sitting, but the committee is going to proceed to hold estimates and to make arrangements to do all those things it 
has always done. I would not want anyone to think that the fact we are putting it as an order of the day for the 
next day’s sitting means that the house is going to undo that, or that the intention is for the house to undo that. 
This committee is doing what it has always done—making arrangements for the house to examine the budget 
papers. There is nothing unusual in that.  

Hon Norman Moore: The house has control over its own destiny. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.13 pm]: I am sorry if the wording of the report might have 
caused some confusion. We can discuss this tomorrow when it is an order of the day, but suffice to say there are 
a few more words attached to this that we wanted to include so that members would have some understanding of 
the way we plan to do it this year. It is not substantially different from previous years; in fact, it is virtually the 
same.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The only thing open for debate at the moment is that consideration of this report be 
made an order of the day for the next day’s sitting. The procedures adopted, for members’ interest, are contained 
in standing order 188 on page 93 and standing order 67 on page 34. The only substance to this motion is whether 
this report be made an order of the day for the next sitting of the house.  

Hon GIZ WATSON: I am not going to the substance of the motion. I just wish to say that I do not have an 
objection to discussing it tomorrow. I simply want to point out that we have had conversations about this with all 
parties, including the leader — 

Hon Norman Moore: I beg your pardon—the conversation was about the three days, which particular week.  

Hon GIZ WATSON: Anyway, we will discuss this tomorrow.  

Question put and passed. 
 


